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NATIONAL PICNIC MONTH
July is an excellent time for National Picnic Month. The fresh air stirs
the appetite, and garden vegetables and fruits make outdoor eating
easier.
The word picnic is derived from the French word piquenique. Picnics
hearken back to mid-18th-century al fresco French dining. A bottle of
wine, a loaf of bread, some cheese and fruit made for an instant
meal under the sky.
Whether we pack meals for tailgating at sporting events, an
afternoon get-away or a weekend of camping, picnics provide an
excellent way to enjoy the company of friends and family away from
home.
It’s important to keep the meals simple and focus on the company.
Sandwiches, finger foods, and beverages may seem plain, but it’s
more about spending time with each other and being in nature.
When we pack them right, picnics make life simple. The clean up is
usually easy thanks to all the finger foods. That way we get to spend
more time visiting with friends and family while enjoying the sunshine.

OBSERVE #NationalPicnicMonth
Pack up the picnic basket and head out to your favorite park. Bring
juice, wine, fruit, cheese, bread, and some smoked meats and you’re
all set. Use #NationalPicnicMonth to share on social media.

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-picnic-month-july/

Congratulations to Akilah Adams (Children's Wisconsin,
Milwaukee region) who is a recipient of the 2022
Governor's Foster Care Award!
Ms. Adams has been a foster parent with Children's Wisconsin for almost two
years. Her initial placements were a sibling set of two boys. A short time later,
she decided she could do more to support children in need in her community and inquired about opening her home to an additional child. Ms. Adams
continues to have placement of three and has done an amazing job advocating for the needs of the children in her home. At the beginning of one of
the cases, there was no biological parent engagement, so Ms. Adams made
connections with extended biological family to maintain connections with
the family of origin. Ms. Adams is very much in support of reunification and
family preservation. If reunification cannot happen she is open to being an
adoptive resource.
Ms. Adams is an advocate for youth in foster care in many ways. She has
worked with the agency in regards to African American hair and skin care,
and has educated and supported many transracial foster parents in hair
and skin care for children in their home. Ms. Adams is also a foster parent
ambassador and advocates for other African American families to become
foster parents. She is passionate about ensuring that children are able to
maintain connections with their community and culture while in foster care.
She has worked with Children’s Wisconsin and the Coalition for Children,
Youth, and Families in foster parent recruitment efforts.
For these many reasons, Ms. Adams is deserving of recognition as an outstanding foster parent.
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Finding the motivation to continue being a foster
parent
Being a foster parent has been one of the best things I have ever done with my life. It
has opened my eyes and changed who I am. It has changed how my family looks,
and how we love and accept others. It has changed the number of chairs around our
table, the size of our home, where we live and the pictures hanging on our wall. Foster
care has grown our hearts and the number of people we call family.

Foster care has been one of the greatest blessings of my
life
Still, sometimes foster care has made me want to quit. There are moments when I do
not think I can do it anymore. I’m tired and weary, and the road ahead looks too long.
If you choose this life for any amount of time, you too will want to quit, or maybe you
already do want to quit. Let me say to you, “Don’t quit, keep going.” Get out of bed in
the morning to a new day, put one foot in front of the other and push forward. Choose
to love your foster child who has pushed your every boundary and button for one
more day. Surely you can give them that — just one more day.

Choose a different perspective
Sometimes we become stuck looking ahead and thinking things will always be the
way they are now — moments of hopelessness and difficult days. But if we can choose
a different perspective, it will look less daunting and often get us over that slump into a
brighter place.
So tonight, when the day is done, all the kids are asleep and I finally crawl into bed, I
will leave today in the past and wake to a new day — one more day to love all the
kids who have been placed in my home and the family connected to them. And the
day after that, I will do the same — because I always have one more day to give.
CHARONNE GANIERE
Licensed foster parent
Children’s Wisconsin
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Training for Foster Families
Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership Trainings
In alignment with the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s policy surrounding
COVID-19 precautions and in partnership with the WCWPDS-UW-Madison office, we have decided to postpone all face-to-face instruction and training at this
time—effective March 14, 2020 until further notice. This includes training at the Milwaukee Child Welfare
Partnership in Glendale and all training provided by our staff statewide. We will continue to monitor the
changes as the situation continues to unfold. Any new updates will be posted on our website or included in an
automated response to the mcwp@uwm.edu email.
You can now register online for classes at pdsonline.csod.com.

CONTACT MCWP
On the web: www.uwm.edu/mcwp
E-mail: faptpreg@uwm.edu
Joe Franklin, Registrar: (414) 964-7397
Patti Baker, Training Manager: (414) 659-4351
Email: bakerp@uwm.edu
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Foster Families Thank You
A special shout out to:
*The West Allis Fire Department
*Alberto Uscanga from the
Milwaukee Fire Department
*Ramiro Alcantara from Paleteria
La Mihoacana
*Artist Gillian Brennan

Thank you to all of our families who came out to our
Foster Families Summer Gathering on June 25th. This
was the first time everyone was able to get together since COVID-19, more than two years ago.
A huge thank you goes out to
the Ticket to Dream Foundation. A portion of the funding
was used to purchase $50 grocery store gift cards that were
offered to the foster families
who attended the event at Reservoir Park on Saturday, June
25th.

7

Children’s Wisconsin Kids from the
Heart Gallery of Wisconsin
Savion
Are you ready to listen, because Savion was born with the gift of gab! He can talk about
almost anything if he is in the company of an active listener. Though, if you have an hour
or so, he would love to chat about cars. He knows a lot about cars and even knows what
kind of car he wants when he is an adult. Savion is a leader, and loves to joke and make
others laugh. He enjoys building things with his hands and can often be found playing
with his Legos.
Savion thrives on one-on-one attention and support. He deserves an adoptive family
that will accept him through the good and bad. He says he wants a family that is not going to give up on him when they see his “messy” side. He desperately wants to be part of
a family where he is treated like the other kids and the parent(s) see him as their son. Savion’s new family
will have to be ready to put in the time and work needed to prove to him that they can be trusted and they
are in it for the long haul.

Kobe
Kobe is a sweet, happy, and active boy. He can be very affectionate,
and is friendly and social with other children and familiar adults. Kobe enjoys going to school and his recreation program. He is easily engaged in
play and likes taking part in activities that are familiar to him. He likes any
type of play that has music involved, and he loves to dance! Kobe enjoys
the swings, going up and down the slide, and playing catch. He likes to
play board games when he’s inside the house, especially Operation.
However, he is not a huge fan of coloring, so you can keep those crayons
packed away! His school reports that he gets along well with other students and the school staff. They all speak highly of Kobe and are happy
to give him extra support as needed.
It might take a bit of time for Kobe to be comfortable with new people. However, once he gets to know you,
he is easy to redirect when he gets upset. Kobe needs a high level of supervision, and it’s important that his
“no matter what” family can take him to regularly scheduled appointments each month. Kobe needs a loving and patient family that will support, encourage and advocate for him to reach his full potential. His “no
matter what” family is sure to find joy in watching him continue to grow and mature.

To learn more about Savion and Kobe
go to: wiadopt.org
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JUNE and JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Thank you for your commitment and support to the children and families in our community!
One Year:
Jeremy and Vasuki Long
Sade Perkins
Leilah and Kyle Korbines
Lillion and Gregory McElwee
Kelsey and Nate Palmer-Brenn
Bethany and Brian Pittman
David and Emily McFarland
Norma and Mauricio Villanueva
Delia and Juan Jimenez
Jenice Medina Colon
Tammy Ashford
Ted and Renee Barthel
Lalita Shelton
Gloria Smith
Angel Greenwood-Jones and Antione Jones
Katherine and Thomas Robbins
Latrice Burroughs
Becky Bustillos and Kevin Hirth
Gale Gaddi
Joan Paul
Nicole & Shaun Reise

Two Years:
Angela Huntington and Brenda Hernandez
Ariana Sparapani
Audrey and Daniel Rodriguez
Aundria Lovett
Ryan and Kimberley Pieplow
LaTanya Lindsey
Abigail Werth
Dierdre Williams

Three Years:
Nick and Susan Lese
Anthony and Lantha Little
Heather Dolphin
Douglas and Laurel Hartke
Latonia Bowie
Tracy Nash
Sherry Taylor

Five Years:
Sharlene Crawford
William and Lisa Smith
Keisha Hollis and Chris Wilson

Six Years:
Eric and Kate Hodgson
Greg and Penny Markus
Katie and Josh Albright

Seven Years:
Allison and Mitchell Romens
Tom and Elissa De Groot
Liisa Church and Qadir Timerghazin

Eight Years:
Katie and Craig Thimm

Nine Years:
Deborah Goetzke

Ten Years:
Cheryl Hopson

Eleven Years:
Dekisha Bridges

Twelve Years:
Mary and John Corlette
Marvin Evans Sr.
Bobbie Wade

Thirteen Years:
Rodney Bailey and Leslie Hayes-Bailey

Four Years:
Jessica Mathison
Kristin and Ryan Schlosser
Jonathan and Molly Slaber
Christie and David Melby-Gibbons
Megan and William Girton
Melissa Hoeppner
Krystal Wright
Lee Davis

If you do not want to be included in this monthly recognition,
please contact Gwen Doyle at gdoyle@chw.org to opt out.
If you do not want to be included in this monthly recognition,
please contact Gwen Doyle at gdoyle@chw.org to opt out.
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childrenswi.org/fostercare.
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