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National Foster Care Day is observed on the first Tuesday of May each year and 

takes place on May 2 this year. This important day is part of National Foster Care 

Month, which was implemented to recognize the efforts made by foster parents in 

the U.S. As time passes, the focus of the month and the day keeps changing. How-

ever, at the heart of it, National Foster Care Day remains an important occasion 

that celebrates caregivers and the system that makes foster care possible. Foster 

care refers to a system in which children who do not have appropriate guardians 

are placed in a home or with private caregivers who function as state-appointed 

guardians, often on a short-term basis. National Foster Care Day is part of a larger 

celebration of the efforts of foster parents, community care workers, and the peo-

ple of the foster care system. This celebration takes place throughout May. 

National Foster Care Day and National Foster Care Month are maintained by vari-

ous organizations, including the Children’s Bureau, National Foster Youth Institute, 

Child Welfare Information Gateway, Foster Club, and the Congressional Caucus on 

Foster Youth, among others. 

National Foster Care Day is an important day that acknowledges the efforts of fos-

ter parents, but also recognizes their limitations. Foster parents are honored for their 

contributions while being aware that they are no substitute for parents when it 

comes to children’s welfare. The role of foster parents, as part of the state’s support 

system for children without guardians, is highlighted to underline the fact that they 

are not destined to be long-term families for children in the foster care system. 

However, a great number of children in the system are not eligible for adoption for 

various reasons. Many spend far too long in the foster care system — remaining 

there until they turn 18 and legally become adults. At that point, they are no longer 

wards of the state and frequently have no support systems as they transition into 

adulthood. It is these young adults who are also remembered on National Foster 

Care Day, and attempts are made to recognize their struggles and identify solu-

tions to their problems.  

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE DAY - May 2, 2023 - National Today  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Childrens-Hospital-of-Wisconsin-Community-Services/358337997588797
http://feeds.feedburner.com/KidHeroBlog
https://www.pinterest.com/chwcs/
https://mobile.twitter.com/childhealthwi
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF29A897A0ADFE504&feature=plcp
kidhero.chw.org
https://nationaltoday.com/national-foster-care-day/
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Meet our Children’s Wisconsin Placement Team 

Name: Brooke Roloff 
 
Title: Placement Supervisor 
 
Favorite Thing about Working in Child Welfare: My favorite thing about 
working in the child welfare field is being able to impact change in our com-
munity, and having a part in helping children and families achieve safety and 
stability through reunification and permanency. 
 
Favorite Hobbies: In my free time I enjoy  running, cooking new meals, 
traveling, and spending time outside with my husband and kids. 

Name: Libbie Pribek 
 
Title: Intake Placement Specialist 
 
Favorite Thing about Working in Child Welfare:  
My favorite thing about this job is working with a multitude of different people, 
not only in Community Services at Children’s, but also in the community as 
well. 
 
Favorite Hobbies: Yoga and running 

Name: Kara Quick 
 
Title: Intake Placement Specialist 
 
Favorite Thing about Working in Child Welfare: Throughout my career in child welfare, I 
have enjoyed the interactions and connections that I’ve made with kids and families. In my 
current role, I enjoy doing more of the background work that goes along with finding place-
ment, such as making connections with agencies and providers to find the best placement for a 
child. I also enjoy working with the wonderful ladies on the Placement team and providing 
support to the case management teams.  
  
Favorite Hobbies: I enjoy outdoor activities, such as kayaking and camping when the weather 
is nice. I have a 10 year old daughter, who is very active and keeps me busy with swimming, 
dance, and softball throughout the year. I also enjoy reading and doing DIY projects when I 

have the time for it. While it isn’t necessarily a hobby, within the last year I have become a 
respite provider for kids in foster care. So far, I have enjoyed providing planned respite for a 6 

year old boy on the weekends and I look forward to supporting more kids and their caregivers 
in the future. 
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Name: Julie Meulemans 
 
Title: Intake Placement Specialist  
 
Favorite Thing about Working in Child Welfare: Helping kiddos find a safe and reli-
able placement has been really rewarding. All kids deserve to feel safe and have a safe 
place to live. Anyway I can help facilitate that process is important to me! 
 
Favorite Hobbies: I have two young kids that keep me busy. I enjoy spending as much 

time as I can with them. As a family, we like to spend our time outside going on walks, 
at the playground, and playing sports. 

Name: Mary LaBoo 
 
Title: Higher Level of Care Specialist 
 
Favorite Thing about Working in Child Welfare: I have enjoyed working with chil-
dren and families for over 30 years. Children’s Wisconsin has allowed me to continue 
that passion in my current position as HLOC Placement Liaison. I am able to collabo-
rate with other systems partners as we work together to identify, problem solve and 
come up with solutions for what is in the best interest of the children we serve. 
 
Favorite Hobbies: My hobbies include crocheting, watching animated movies, and 
3D virtual world gaming.  

Name: Epiphany Williams 
 
Title: Higher Level of Care Specialist 
 
Favorite Thing about Working in Child Welfare: The child welfare field is a very re-
warding field.  
 
Favorite Hobbies: In my free time, I enjoy traveling and spending time with my family. 

Name: Bailey Kindschy 
 
Title: Permanency Recruiter Specialist 
 
Favorite Thing about Working in Child Welfare: My favorite thing about child wel-
fare is being able to help children and families be together and to help children in need 
find forever families.  
 
Favorite Hobbies: My favorite hobbies are working out, trying new restaurants, hanging 

outside, and spending time with my husband and son.  
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Will is a young man seeking consistency and a family who can nurture and support 
him in an environment that he will always be able to call home. He is described as 
quiet, observant, but also energetic and full of personality. He likes to spend time with 
those he cares about and enjoys affection through physical touches, like a head, back, 
or foot rub. That’s when you know you’ve made it into Will’s circle!  
 
Will communicates through short, single and some multi-word phrases. In his own 
way, he is able to tell you what he needs and when he is excited or disinterested. He 
can display some repetitive behaviors that are self-soothing such as throwing a ball 
back and forth or setting up his environment to what is comfortable for him. If a door 
is meant to be open or closed, Will is going to be right there to keep things in line. He 
has favorite foods and a few that are strongly disliked, but he has been open to trying 

new things in moderation and when encouraged by his supports. Will thrives with a consistent routine and when he knows the 
expectations for his day.  
 
His current high school has been wonderful at advocating for his needs and they say Will is a pleasure to have in the classroom. 
He will need support to continue gaining independent skills and pre-vocational supports when he’s ready. Will has several sup-
ports and family connections that can and should stay involved in his life. A family for Will looks like someone that will love him 
for the person he is, understands what makes Will special, and can provide the lifelong guidance he will need. Please consider 
learning more about Will!  
 
Children’s Wisconsin has collaborated with the Reel Hope Project to create the first reel for a Wisconsin youth needing an 
adoptive family. The Reel Hope Project launched in Minnesota and continues to serve children and youth in growing states 
across the country. Their incredible team captures the story, the personality, and the uniqueness of each child through a video 
that can be shared with others. The Reel Hope Project and Children’s Wisconsin partnership is just beginning and we can’t wait 
for you to check out Will’s Reel on the Heart Gallery of Wisconsin! 

Will 

  
Kobe is a sweet, happy, and active boy. He can be very affectionate, and is friendly and social with other 
children and familiar adults. Kobe enjoys going to school and his recreation program. He is easily en-
gaged in play and likes taking part in activities that are familiar to him. He likes any type of play that has 
music involved, and he loves to dance! Kobe enjoys the swings, going up and down the slide, and playing 
catch. He likes to play board games when he’s inside the house, especially Operation. However, he is not 
a huge fan of coloring, so you can keep those crayons packed away! His school reports that he gets along 
well with other students and the school staff. They all speak highly of Kobe and are happy to give him 
extra support as needed. 
 
It might take a bit of time for Kobe to be comfortable with new people. However, once he gets to know 
you, he is easy to redirect when he gets upset. Kobe needs a high level of supervision, and it’s important 
that his “no matter what family” can take him to regularly scheduled appointments each month. Kobe 
needs a loving and patient family that will support, encourage and advocate for him to reach his full po-
tential. His “no matter what” family is sure to find joy in watching him continue to grow and mature.  
  

 Kobe 

To learn more about Will and Kobe 

              go to: wiadopt.org 

Children’s Wisconsin Kids from the  

Heart Gallery of Wisconsin 
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 APRIL and MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
Thank you for your commitment and support to the children and families in our community! 

 

If you do not want to be included in this monthly recognition, 
please contact Gwen Doyle at gdoyle@chw.org to opt out. 

One Year: 

Otis and Carie Harris 
Cameron and Amy Malone 
Heather and George McConville 
Elizabeth Brock 
Shatondra Tolbert 
Anntrice Brown 
Diana McThune 
Emily and Dane Mariani 
Doneta Rivers 
Kate and Cambrea Woodson 
Kelli Esselman 
Jeanne Vidrine 
Gail Crockett 
Megan Beauchamp 
Jennifer and Jaime Lopez 
Kate and Jacquelyn Cram 
Jami Schiff 
Karima Jackson and Dontrel Thurman 
Sarah and Ezra McNichols 
Amy Vuyk 
Bethany and Stephen Bailey 
 
 
 

Two Years: 
 
Michelle Scharnott 
Hannah Powell 
Caroline Andrew 
Melissa Hegeman 
Timothy and Kim Ziolkowski 
Vickie Griffin 
Amanda and Roberto Ortiz 
Rosemary Otzelberger-Held and Peter Held 
Doris Day 
 
 
  
Three Years: 
 

Robin Saffold 
Maris and Cody Schaefer 
Nicole Albright 
Sarah Witte 
Dominique Delane 
Ellen and Jeffrey Teague 
Akilah Coleman 
Janite Roberson 
Cathy and Fletcher Richmond 

 

Four Years: 
  
Joseph and Kara Bennier 
Sara and Nick Miller 
Kianna Taylor 
Unique Davis 
Gabriella and Sarah Metz 
Trisha and Seth Gee 
Michelle and John Kreuser 

 
 

Five Years: 
 
Matt and Christine Chmielewski 
Yvette Patrick 
Melissa and David Peil 
Aimee and Jason Brunner 
Shenisha Davis 
Bethany and Stephen Bailey 
 
 

Six Years: 
 
Nicole Giese and Wendy Landvatter 
Stefanie and Jared Stieglbauer 
 

Seven Years: 
 
Jessica Carrol and Jeremiah Price 
 

Eight Years: 
 
Kenya Martinez-Bello and Crystal Martinez 
Jeffrey Berens and Michael Endter 
 

Nine Years: 
 

Cynthia Wendt 
Caitlin Hendrickson and Christian Moen 
Delores Mitchell 
 

Twelve Years: 
 

Carrie Krassman 
 

Thirteen Years: 
 

Eileen Kosanke 
 

 
 
 

If you do not want to be included in this monthly recognition, please 
contact Gwen Doyle at gdoyle@childrenswi.org to opt out. 
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childrenswi.org/fostercare.   
Prudent Penny Pincher  

childrenswi.org/fostercare

