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March 27, 2023

Congresswoman Gwen Moore
250 East Wisconsin, Suite 950
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Dear Congresswoman Gwen Moore:

Thank you for your continued support of the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) proposals
to prohibit the sale of menthol cigarettes and flavored cigars. Although smoking is at an all-time
low, tobacco use remains the number one cause of death in Wisconsin, and commercial tobacco*
costs Wisconsin $4.72 billion in health care and lost productivity.[! Unfortunately, many
communities continue to experience high rates of smoking and smoking-caused disease,
including people with lower levels of income and education, individuals living in rural areas,
Native Americans, people with a behavioral health condition, and the LGBTQ+ community.[i
FDA has the tools to reduce the number of people who die of cancer, heart disease, respiratory
disease, and other tobacco-caused diseases. Finalizing their proposals will have a profound

impact on reducing youth tobacco use, preventing tobacco-caused disease, and saving lives.

Menthol reduces the harshness of tobacco smoke, which makes it easier for youth to start
smoking. Menthol is easier to start and harder to quit because of its soothing and cooling effect,
and it is the only cigarette flavor still allowed on the market.[ il Menthol has been targeted
toward African Americans for decades. Wisconsin’s Black neighborhoods are also exposed to
almost twice as much outdoor tobacco advertising compared to white neighborhoods.['V]
Exposure to retail marketing is linked to kids starting to use tobacco, and it makes it harder for
smokers to quit, as it normalizes tobacco use, triggers impulse purchase, and discourages quit
attempts.') Members of the LGBTQIA2S+ population use menthols at rates of up to 12% higher
than those who do not identify as LGBTQIA2S+.[l Removing these products from the market
would reduce the number of youth who become addicted to tobacco, save hundreds of thousands

of lives, and advance health equity.



Little cigars come in a variety of fruit and candy flavors. They are often kept in front of the

counter near chips and candy, and tobacco products on the sales floor are more likely to be sold

to minors than those behind the counter.[iil Flavored little cigars are often much cheaper than

cigarettes. They are sold as singles for less than a dollar in Wisconsin’s rural and urban counties,

making them extremely affordable for teens.["i) We need to protect kids from flavored cigars

because cigar smoke is composed of the same toxic and carcinogenic constituents found in

cigarette smoke and can cause cancer of the oral cavity, larynx, esophagus, and lungs.!*]

FDA should finalize these proposals quickly. We urge you to discourage any delays and reject

any efforts by Congress to restrict the ability of FDA to move forward with these or other efforts

to reduce tobacco use. Strong FDA action to reduce tobacco use is critical, as tobacco use

continues to claim the lives of nearly half a million Americans every year. It is time to put an

end to the tobacco industry’s targeted efforts to use flavored products to lure youth into a

lifetime of deadly addiction.

Sincerely,
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UW Center for Tobacco Research & Intervention
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* This letter focuses on commercial tobacco - mass-produced products sold for profit that contain chemical additives. Native Americans have
used traditional tobacco in sacred ways for centuries. By focusing tobacco prevention and control on commercial tobacco, we acknowledge and
respect sovereign tribal nations’ relationship with sacred tobacco.
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