Spider angioma
What is a spider angioma?
A spider angioma is a group of tiny, dilated blood vessels. It is
often seen in children over two years old. It is named because
of how it looks. The round, dark red center of it looks like the
body of a spider. The fine blood vessels spread out from the
center and look like the legs of a spider. Spider angiomas
often appear on the face, neck, hands or arms. They are not
present at birth. There may be one or more on a child. It is
benign, which means it is not cancer. They do not lead to
cancer. They rarely bleed.
What causes a spider angioma?
The exact cause is not known. It may be caused by an injury to the skin, such as a small
scratch or insect bite or it may appear on its own.
How does a spider angioma affect my child?
A spider angioma is not an infection. It is not contagious, so it will not spread to others.
Some may go away after a couple of years. Others may not go away. They may grow
larger with time.
How is a spider angioma treated?
They can be treated with a pulsed dye laser. Normally only one treatment is needed, but
some times more treatments are needed. You may also choose not to treat the spider
angioma. The growth can be treated at any age. Waiting to treat the growth does not
affect the outcome. Treatment is a cosmetic procedure and is not covered by insurance.
ALERT: Call your child’s doctor, nurse, or clinic if you have any questions or concerns or if your

child has special health care needs that were not covered by this information.
This sheet was created to help you care for your child or family member. It does not take the place of medical
care. Talk with your healthcare provider for diagnosis, treatment and follow-up.
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