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How are burns identified in degrees?
Burns are talked about in degrees. The degree depends on how deep the burn has gone in
the skin layers.

What are the different degrees and what do they mean?
. Superficial burns. Also called 15t degree
The Skin burns.
These burns affect only the outer
sebaceous gland | (gpidermis) layer of skin. The burn site is
sensory nerve | red, painful, and dry. There are no
ending | blisters. Mild sunburn is an example.

- epidermis Tissue damage is rare.

_nerve Partial thickness burns. Also called 2nd
degree burns.

L dermis These burns involve the epidermis and
part of the dermis layer of skin. The burn
site looks red, moist, or swollen. There

_g:g;:gtaneous may be blisters. It is painful because the
nerve endings are exposed.

capillaries Full thickness burns. Also called 3@
sweatgland fat collagen, fibroblasts degree burns.
These burns destroy the epidermis and
dermis. Full thickness burns may also
damage the bones, muscles and
tendons in the area. The burn site
appears dry, white, or charred. There is
no feeling in the area since the nerve
endings are destroyed.

ALERT: Call your child’s doctor, nurse, or clinic if you have any questions or concerns or if your
child has special health care needs that were not covered by this information.

This sheet was created to help you care for your child or family member. It does not take the place of medical
care. Talk with your healthcare provider for diagnosis, treatment and follow-up.
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