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Corene Bilhorn, BA, Sociology with an emphasis in Criminal Justice  

Detective, Rock County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Detective Bilhorn was born and raised in Edgerton, Wisconsin.  She attended the University of 

Wisconsin-LaCrosse and earned her bachelor’s degree in Sociology with an emphasis in Criminal 

Justice.  Detective Bilhorn started her law enforcement career in 2008 at the Rock County 

Sheriff’s Office.  She worked in the correctional facility, was a patrol deputy, and worked in the 

Special Investigations unit.  Detective Bilhorn was then promoted as a Detective and has held 

that position for eight years.  Detective Bilhorn primarily works all crimes against children cases 

including internet crimes against children and human trafficking investigations. 

Lynn Cook, MSW, CAPSW 

Forensic Interviewer, Children’s Wisconsin 
 

Lynn Cook received her MSW at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee in 2008. Lynn is 

currently one of three full time Forensic Interviewers at the Milwaukee Child Advocacy Center 

of Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin. She began her work in that capacity in July of 2015 and has 

conducted well over 2,000 forensic interviews of children and teens who have experienced or 

witnessed violence and child maltreatment. In addition to her role as a contributor to the 

Wisconsin Forensic Interview Guidelines curriculum and faculty member for statewide training, 

Lynn conducts many other statewide and national trainings in areas specific to child abuse 

dynamics. She is often called to testify as an expert witness in criminal trials in Milwaukee 

County and across the state. 
 

Prior to her work with Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Lynn worked for over seven years as a 

Sensitive Crimes Victim Advocate in the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Office. There she 

worked on hundreds of child sexual abuse cases from charging through sentencing. She has also 

worked in the areas of child welfare and primary prevention education, and has instructed a 

course at University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee on Criminal Violence. Lynn is a member of the 

American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children and has a Certificate in Trauma 

Counseling. 
 
 
 



Jamie Counsell, BSN; RN; Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner/Forensic Nurse Examiner 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program Coordinator, Emergency Department Trauma 

Registered Nurse, Mercyhealth System 
 

Bryant and Stratton College Graduate 2009 (ADN) and Western Governors University Graduate 

2018 (BSN). Background in women's health with labor & delivery, pediatric and NICU 

experience. Began sexual assault nursing in 2012 and shortly after transitioned from women's 

health to the emergency department. Received SANE training from Wisconsin Department of 

Justice in 2012 and have been a full time coordinator at Mercy Trauma Center since 2015. 

Currently belong to over 20 committees as the medical piece locally as well as state wide. 

Current member and past President of the Wisconsin Chapter of the International Association 

of Forensic Nurses and faculty member at the Wisconsin Department of Justice as a Sexual 

Assault Nurse trainer. Specialized training and main focus of nursing is on Forensics which 

includes prevention, awareness and education on child abuse, domestic violence, sexual 

assault, drug endangered children, and human trafficking. Current member of the Executive 

Committee for the Rock County Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force. Outside of work I enjoy 

crafting and self care activities as well as the company of my family. Married mother of two 

teenage boys, 2 dogs and 2 giant rabbits. 

Larry (Leo) Davis, MPH, MSW (Ph.D./ MBA Graduate student) 

Research Assistant/ Consultant/ Ignatian Teaching Fellow, Loyola University of Chicago-School 

of Social Work (CROSS CENTER) 
 

Larry (Leo) Davis is a father, advocate, activist, and survivor. He has served, as both the 
president of Wisconsin’s (YAC) Youth Advisory Council and a member of the National 
AmeriCorps program. Leo is an alum of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the 
University of Michigan- Ann Arbor, where he holds master's degrees in both Public 
Health (MPH) and Social Work (MSW). Currently, Leo is a professional graduate 
student, pursuing a Doctoral (Ph.D.) degree at Loyola University of Chicago- School of 
Social Work, and a master's degree in Business Administration (MBA) from Loyola University of 
Chicago- Quinlan School of Business.   
 

As a Doctoral student, Leo actively engages in research and project development, while serving 
as the Ignatian Pedagogy Teaching Fellow for Social Justice. Leo’s (teaching/research) 
interest seeks to understand the impact of Black Fatherhood (Paternal Investment) on the 
Health and Mental Development of Black children (girls). Leo also explores areas of research 
focusing on Mass Incarceration, Reentry, Systems Violence (i.e., racial profiling, bias 
confinement, etc.), the Social Determinants of Health, and foster youth development. Leo’s 
lived experience of overcoming adversities within the foster care and penal 
systems, inspires his passion to seek solutions to systematic problems 
that perpetuate inequality, social injustice, and health disparities. 
 

 

 



Rebekah Dettman, MSW, APSW 

Anti-Human Trafficking Coordinator, Children’s Wisconsin 
 

Rebekah Dettmann received her MSW at the University of Wisconsin – Madison in 2014 and is a 

graduate of the Title IV-E Public Child Welfare Training Program.  Rebekah currently works at 

the Milwaukee Child Advocacy Center where she has served as the Region 3 Anti-Human 

Trafficking Coordinator (Milwaukee County) through the DCF Regional Hub initiative since its 

start in 2018.  In this role she has had the opportunity to facilitate over 150 multidisciplinary 

team case staffings specifically addressing the unique needs of high risk and trafficked youth.  

Rebekah is the co-creator of the “Building a Strong Team Response to High Risk and Trafficked 

Youth” and “Finding Your Strengths” engagement tools for youth workers and young people, 

respectively.  

Prior to her position as Regional Coordinator, Rebekah has held other roles in child advocacy, 

assessment, and child welfare case management at Children’s Wisconsin since 2014.  

Connie Dunlap, B.S. Human Development and Family Studies/IMH-E® 

Family Support Manager, Supporting Families Together Association 
 

Connie Dunlap is the Family Support Manager at Supporting Families Together Association. In 

her role, she has been the co-lead for Wisconsin’s Family Resource Center Infrastructure 

project, the Project Manager for the statewide Parent Café initiative, evidence based Parent 

Education Initiative (Triple P), and provides technical support to agencies in the Early Childhood 

field (Family Resource Centers and Child Care Resource & Referral agencies). Connie is the 

Wisconsin Strengthening Families Committee Co-Chair and facilitates trainings in Strengthening 

Families Protective Factors, Brazelton Touchpoints, and The Standards of Quality for Family 

Strengthening and Support. Connie has over 20 years of experience in the Family Support field, 

with a focus on prevention services and home visiting programs.  

Andrea Ehret, BA, Sociology with an emphasis in Criminal Justice; Certified Social Worker  

Victim Witness Coordinator, Rock County District Attorney’s Office 
 

Andrea Ehret began her career with Rock County in 2004. She spent 14 years in the Child 

Welfare field in various Human Services roles. The majority of her tenure was spent in Child 

Protective Services, where she supervised an Initial Assessment unit. Her work experience 

includes work with youth involved in the youth justice system and children and families 

involved in the child welfare system. In 2018, Andrea joined the Rock County District Attorney’s 

Office and assumed the role of Victim Witness Coordinator. Her current work includes Victim’s 

Rights services and criminal prosecution assistance.  
 

Andrea has served as co-chair of the Rock County Trauma Task Force. She is also a member of 

the Rock County Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force, and a founding member of Rock County 

Human Anti-Trafficking Response Team (HART).  Andrea has also participated in several 



initiatives and projects such as Organization Effectiveness, In-Home Safety Services and Rock 

County’s Sexual Assault Response Team (SART). She is also an active member of the YWCA 

CARE House Multi-Disciplinary Team. Andrea hold many training certifications and has assisted 

in co-trainings for community partners.  
 

Andrea’s educational background includes a BA in Sociology Criminal Justice the University of 

Wisconsin-Whitewater and a Social Work Certification.   
 

Lilia Figueroa, MSW 

Policy Initiatives Advisor, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families: Division of 

Milwaukee Child Protective Services 
 

Lilia Figueroa is the Policy Initiatives Advisor for DCF’s Division of Milwaukee Child Protective 

Services and works to implement strategic child welfare plans in Milwaukee County. Lilia 

earned her bachelor’s degree in Social and Cultural Sciences from Marquette University (2010) 

and her master’s degree in Social Work from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee with a 

concentration in Children and Families (2016). Prior to joining DMCPS, Lilia worked for SaintA 

and held positions as an ongoing case manager, mentor, and supervisor. While with SaintA, she 

was a founding member of SaintA’s Aspiring Women of Color Affinity group and assisted in 

leading the organization’s Equity and Inclusion work. She has also utilized her expertise with the 

Spanish language to train foster parents through the Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership. Lilia 

has presented at local and national conferences and completed the UW-Milwaukee Latino 

Nonprofit Leadership program in 2011. She serves on the board of Camp HOPE for kids, a grief 

camp for children dealing with loss, and has been an active member of the Global Shaper’s 

Community, an initiative of the World Economic Forum, she had served as the Project Chair for 

the Milwaukee hub. 
 

Lisa Fontes, PhD, Counseling Psychology 

Senior Lecturer II, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Lisa Fontes, PhD, is an internationally known expert on child abuse, intimate partner abuse, and 
sexual violence. As a researcher, activist, expert witness, and author, she works to protect the 
most vulnerable people from violence. 

She has written many journal articles and the books: 

 Invisible Chains: Overcoming Coercive Control in Your Intimate Relationship, 

 Interviewing Clients Across Cultures 

 Child Abuse and Culture: Working with Diverse Families 

She is a Senior Lecturer II at the University of Massachusetts Amherst in the Department of 
Interdisciplinary Studies. She has worked as a family, individual, and group psychotherapist. She 
has conducted research in Santiago, Chile, and with diverse people in the United States.  



Dr. Fontes is a popular conference speaker and workshop facilitator. Her written work for 
popular audiences has reached more than two million people through blogs for publications 
including PsychologyToday.com and Domesticshelters.org.  

Liz Ghilardi, MSW, LCSW 

Forensic Interview Program Supervisor, Children’s Wisconsin  
 

Liz Ghilardi, MSW, LCSW received her BA at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in Social 

Welfare and her MSW at Washington University, George Warren Brown School of Social Work 

in St. Louis, MO.  Ms. Ghilardi is currently the Forensic Interview Program Supervisor for Child 

Advocacy and Protection Services within Children’s Wisconsin.   She has been employed at 

Children’s Wisconsin since l990. She has been with the Child Advocacy Center, working as a 

forensic interviewer, since l992.  She has completed over 2000 interviews of children regarding 

allegations of child maltreatment and witness to violence. Ms. Ghilardi provides training for 

professionals on issues of child maltreatment, interviewing children and sexualized behavior.  

She has also testified as an expert witness regarding child maltreatment and interviewing.  She 

supervises 10 forensic interviewers in the Children’s Wisconsin System throughout the state of 

Wisconsin as well as continues to interview children and conduct training. She has been 

instrumental in the development of the Wisconsin Forensic Interview Guidelines including the 

curriculum, training and implementation of these guidelines across the State of Wisconsin.  

Ms. Ghilardi has been a member of the American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children 

(APSAC) and the Wisconsin chapter of that organization since 1995. 

Julie Incitti, MSW, CAPSW 

School Social Work Consultant, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

Julie Incitti is the  school social work consultant at the Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction. Her areas of focus include best practices in professional ethics and boundaries, 

supporting students involved with child welfare, attendance/truancy,  pupil 

records,  comprehensive school mental health systems, trauma-sensitive schools, and reducing 

and responding to sexual violence in schools.   Julie received her MSW from the University of 

Wisconsin – Madison before working as a school social worker in the public schools. Julie 

served as the president of the Wisconsin School Social Workers Association (WSSWA) and 

president of the Midwest Council of School Social Workers. Her work has focused on developing 

policies and procedures that best serve students and school districts at multiple systems levels. 

Sarah Johnson, MS, LPC, NCC 

Consultant, Coach & Creator, The Joy Labs 

Sarah Johnson a community-engaged multimedia artist and trained mental health professional 
who brings many years of passion and experience in prevention, youth development, health 
promotion, clinical care, and art. A strength of Sarah’s is engaging others in collective, values-
driven action to create connected, healthy and resilient communities that know how to care for 



ourselves and each other. Most recently as Mental Health Director at a local Y Sarah led change 
within the organization, community, state & in the national Y Movement. She calls this the 
Mental Health Revolution, taking mental health out of the clinic and into the community to 
build health equity for all.  
 
As Winona Minnesota’s first-ever Creative Laureate Sarah is focused on creative place-making 
that amplifies the voices of community members who have been historically marginalized. 
Sarah is also an adjunct professor at Winona State University in the Counselor Education 
Program. Sarah can be found at thejoylabs.com. 
 

Sheri Johnson, PhD 

Associate Professor, University of Wisconsin Madison 
 

Sheri Johnson is currently Director of the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute, 

Co- Director of the County Health Rankings and Roadmaps, and Associate Professor (CHS) of 

Population Health Sciences. Dr. Johnson is a member of the National Academies of Science, 

Engineering and Medicine’s Roundtable on Population Health Improvement, and a member of 

the Milwaukee County Mental Health Board. She has dedicated her career to partnering with 

children, families, community organizations and systems to advance health, equity and well-

being. 

Erin Karshen, JD 

Assistant District Attorney, Milwaukee County 
 

Erin Karshen is an Assistant District Attorney for the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s 

Office and serves as the team captain of the Sensitive Crimes Unit where Erin supervises six 

other attorneys. Erin prosecutes sexual assaults involving child and adult victims, human 

trafficking cases, child pornography, sextortion and other invasion of privacy crimes. Erin has 

presented on the topic of human trafficking to law enforcement, nurses, and in schools. Erin 

also created a program to teach internet safety to local schools and so far has presented to 

over 2000 students from second grade to eight grade. Her work in sextortion has been noticed 

by the Brookings Institute and other national platforms.  

As a member of ICAC, Erin has received extensive training on the use of technology to commit 

crimes and techniques used in investigations and prosecutions to enhance the strength criminal 

cases.  

Erin received her law degree from Marquette University in 2003.  Erin has been an assistant 

district attorney since 2005. Prior to her entry into this unit she prosecuted specifically domestic 

violence related sexual assaults and spent time in the Domestic Violence Unit.  Erin has done over 

200 criminal trials with half of those being sexual assault cases.   
 

 

 



Bryan Kastelic 

Special Agent / NADGI Task Force Commander, Wisconsin Department of Justice; Division of 

Criminal Investigation 

Bryan Kastelic is a Special Agent (S/A) with the Wisconsin Department of Justice, Division of 

Criminal Investigation (WI DOJ DCI) and serves as the Task Force Commander of the Native 

American Drug & Gang Initiative (NADGI) Task Force.  S/A Kastelic has served with WI DOJ DCI 

for the past 15 years during which time he was also assigned to the Milwaukee High Intensity 

Drug Trafficking Area / DEA Task Force 63.  S/A Kastelic also served as the Commander of the 

Wisconsin Joint Tactical Team (2017-2021) and instructor on firearms, defense and arrest 

tactics, less lethal and Taser systems.  Prior to his service with DCI, S/A Kastelic served 10 years 

with the Brown County Sheriff’s Department as a Narcotics Investigator, Emergency Response 

Unit member, patrol officer and Unified Tactical Instructor.  S/A Kastelic served 10 years in the 

United States Army Infantry (Active duty & active-duty WI National Guard).   

Angela Krueger, MSW 

Policy Initiative Advisor, Division of Safety and Permanence, Department of Children and 

Families 

Angela Krueger serves as Policy Initiative Advisor for the Department of Children and Families’ 

Division of Safety and Permanence. Angela has over a decade of experience working within the 

Child Welfare System. Angela joined the Department of Children and Families in 2018 and has 

predominately worked on policy and practice initiatives associated with supporting children 

and families. As Policy Initiative Advisor, Angela coordinates and supports efforts related to 

transforming the child welfare system. Angela led efforts related to Wisconsin’s 

implementation of Family First Prevention Services Act as well as, supporting the Department’s 

goal to dramatically reduce the number of children in out-of-home care. Before joining DCF, 

Angela held various leadership roles in child welfare practice in Milwaukee County. Angela 

holds a Master’s of Social Work from University of Wisconsin-Madison and served a two-term 

as an AmeriCorps Member working with homeless and runaway young people. Angela’s 

passionate about system reform and enjoys meeting with thought leaders around ways to build 

a more equitable and just system of support for families. 

Kari LaScala, JD 

Staff Attorney, End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin 
 

Kari LaScala, JD, is a Staff Attorney at End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin. In her role, she provides 
training and timely legal technical assistance to advocates, other attorneys, and community 
partners who serve victims of domestic violence. Prior to working at End Abuse, she was the 
Associate Director at Wisconsin Health Literacy, in which she played an instrumental role in 
planning, writing, testing, and implementing health literacy interventions for underserved 
populations. While living in Chicago, she practiced law at the Domestic Violence Legal Clinic 
(f/k/a Pro Bono Advocates) representing clients in all phases of divorce litigation, and in 



obtaining orders of protection. She holds a B.A. in journalism and psychology from Northern 
Illinois University (NIU) and a J.D. from NIU College of Law.  
 

Becky Mather, MS 

Prevention Education Specialist, Wisconsin Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board 
 

Rebecca (Becky) Mather serves as the Prevention Education Specialist for the Wisconsin Child 

Abuse and Neglect Prevention Board. She is responsible for overseeing the Prevention Board’s 

professional development activities, identifying new programmatic initiatives and for 

dissemination of Protective Factors efforts throughout the state. Becky is a lead on the 

Prevention Boards Family Resource Center infrastructure grant project and manages the 

Protective Factors Training Initiative, where certified Bringing the Protective Factors to Life in 

Your Work curriculum trainers, in partnership with a Parent Co-Presenter, offer Protective 

Factors courses to family serving professionals within their region of the state. 

Becky holds a master’s degree in Human Development and Family Studies, is a Certified Family 

Life Specialist and has more than 20 years of experience working with children and families. 

Lisa Merkel-Holguin, MSW 

Associate Professor, Pediatrics and Director, National Center on Family Group Decision Making, 

Kempe Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect, Department of 

Pediatrics, University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
 

Lisa Merkel-Holguin, Associate Professor, Pediatrics at the Kempe Center at the University of 

Colorado, and Director of the National Center on Family Group Decision Making, has 30 years of 

experience in identifying, developing, and implementing innovative child welfare reforms, 

particularly in areas of child and family safety, permanency and well-being. Two of these most 

prominent reforms are family group decision making and differential response, both which 

humanize the child welfare system, give professionals the opportunity to build helping 

relationships with families and organize services to meet their needs, and position families as 

leaders. With her expertise in implementation and capacity building, she has supported the 

installation of numerous evidence-based and -informed innovations in child welfare agencies in 

over 40 States and a number of Canadian provinces. Most recently, she launched the Kempe 

Center’s Call to Action to Change Child Welfare, the first international conference of its kind 

that is encouraging courageous conversations and eliciting solutions that mobilize and 

recognize child, family and community leadership. As part, she is convening an international 

community of practice that will delve into the challenging issues of racism, sexism, classism, 

oppression and othering that are deeply embedded in formal child welfare systems across the 

world. 

 

 

 
 



Dana Miller, BS Criminal Justice, BS Biology, MS Criminal Justice 

Justice Program Supervisor, Wisconsin Department of Justice 
 

Dana Miller is a Justice Program Supervisor with the Wisconsin Department of Justice – Division 

of Criminal Investigation and the Commander of the Wisconsin Internet Crimes Against Children 

(ICAC) Task Force.  Dana has worked in ICAC since 2014 and manages the Wisconsin ICAC Task 

Force Program, including oversight of Wisconsin CyberTips from the National Center for Missing 

& Exploited Children and the ICAC Victim Services Program.  Prior to joining the ICAC Task 

Force, Dana worked for the University of Wisconsin-Platteville’s Criminal Justice program, 

teaching courses in classroom, online and hybrid formats and managing the online 

undergraduate Criminal Justice program.  Throughout her career, Dana has provided online 

safety outreach through numerous media outlets, including live presentations and trainings, 

television and radio appearances, live and recorded webinars, and streamed social media 

appearances. Dana is creator and co-creator of multiple safety programs for the Wisconsin 

Department of Justice, including their online safety interact! e-course and the Protect Kids 

Online (PKO) podcast.  Dana has also provided instruction for the International Centre for 

Missing & Exploited Children and teaches for the National Criminal Justice Training Center.  

Sara Perkins, MSW, APSW 

Licensing Specialist, CISM Coach, Children’s Wisconsin 

 

Sara has worked in most areas of Out of Home Care (OHC) including case management, 

therapy, training, licensing, administrative and supervisory roles.  During her career she has 

worked at three Foster Care agencies in Wisconsin, with the last 9.8 years at Children’s 

Wisconsin. She has spent her career honing her skills to offer stress relief opportunities in 

therapy, with groups, at conferences or while licensing foster parents. Since her Masters in 

Social Work she continued learning professionally about a multitude of both traditional and 

alternative techniques that help all deal with stress and trauma. Sara also has over 30 years of 

experience in meditation with insights coming from the study of World Religions, Yoga, Sufism, 

personal practice and world travel.   

A true student of life, she still believes Peace is Possible by starting with the individual, creating 

mindful moments of peace, incorporating nature, and expanding the moments into a fragrance 

that can be shared with all. She has learned from some great teachers: Pir Vilayat, Dalai Lama, 

Borysenko, Chopra, Shehabadeen, and others.  She continues to pass on her knowledge 

through mentoring others: just ask.  

Blaine Phillips, BA, MS 

Agent in Charge, Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics 

Blaine Phillips has served in law enforcement for 21 years. He started his career in the year 

2000 at the Stillwater (OK) Police Department, where he worked as a detention officer for three 

years. He then worked as a patrol officer for six years at the Estes Park (CO) Police Department.  



  

He was later hired as an agent with the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN), where he has 

worked for the since 2011.  Blaine spent three years working narcotics cases and four years 

working human trafficking cases before being promoted to an Agent in Charge and tasked with 

supervising a narcotics unit while continuing to work with the human trafficking unit. 

  

Blaine enjoys teaching and is a criminal justice adjunct instructor for Rose State College, an 

instructor at Oklahoma’s basic police academy, and an instructor for OBN teaching continuing 

education classes on Human Trafficking, Online Investigations, and Advanced Police Report 

Writing. 

  

Blaine holds an Advanced Council of Law Enforcement Education and Training (CLEET) 

certification, he was named OBN’s 2017 Agent of the Year, is a proud member of the 

Association of Oklahoma Narcotics Enforcers (AONE), and a member of the Oklahoma Attorney 

General’s Anti-Human Trafficking Working Group 

Kamewanukiw Paula Rabideaux, MSW, JD 

Cultural Responsive Practices Technical Assistance Coordinator, Wisconsin Response to 

Intervention Center 

Kamewanukiw works as the Culturally Responsive Practices Coordinator providing training and 

supports with a Native American focus to assist in developing a culturally responsive learning 

environment. Kamewanukiw received her degrees in American Indian studies and Business at 

UW-Milwaukee and her Education degree at her tribes College of Menominee Nation.  For 25 

years she has worked in Education as a Culture and Language Teacher/Coordinator, Cultural 

Resource Specialist and Culturally Responsive Practices Coordinator.  She has also worked at 

the local, state, and national level as a trainer and consultant helping build awareness and 

understanding of Native peoples. Kamewanukiw is a member of the Menominee Nation turtle 

clan, and her Menominee name translates to “Rain Woman”.  As a mother of 5 she enjoys 

teaching traditional arts and crafts and participating in cultural activities with her family and 

community.  As a lifelong teacher, Kamewanukiw enjoys educating both youth and adults 

around aspects of Native American history, education, culture and language. Personally as an 

equity and diversity advocate Paula works to promote the sharing of knowledge to help 

develop relationship and understanding that will help build bridges to Indigenous peoples. 

Vanessa Ramirez, MS, LPC 

Initial Assessment Supervisor, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families: Division of 

Milwaukee Child Protective Services 
 

Vanessa Ramirez is an Initial Assessment Specialist Supervisor at the Wisconsin Department of 

Children and Families. As a daughter of Mexican immigrants, education, hard work, and service 

to others have been the most important values her parents taught her. Growing up in the 



southside of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Vanessa’s experiences exposed her to countless disparities 

in her community which encouraged her to want to become a helper, and an advocate for 

change. Vanessa earned a Bachelor of Arts in Business and Management from Alverno College, 

and a master’s degree in Community Psychology in which she obtained her License as a 

Professional Counselor. Her work experiences and impact cover many different sectors, such as 

Vocational Rehabilitation, AODA Counseling, and Family Mediation. Through her current work 

in the Department of Children and Families, Vanessa leads the Trauma Informed Culture 

Initiative focusing on strengthening communications within the Department; improving the 

physical work environment; building relationships and strengthening connections among DCF 

employees, clients, and partners; training staff; empowering staff; promoting staff wellness; 

and increasing trauma-informed culture awareness. 

Gricel Santiago-Rivera, JD 

Strategic Advisor, End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin 

Attorney Gricel Santiago-Rivera has been at End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin for over 16 years, 

14 of those at End Abuse’s RISE (Refugees and Immigrants Seeking Empowerment) Law Center, 

where she was a litigator in family law (including Guardian ad Litem cases) and protection 

orders. A leader in the WI legal community on complicated issues that arise for survivors of 

DV/HT/SA/ST in family law, Gricel has successfully litigated cases involving anything from 

international parental abduction to appellate work to ensure a protection order is granted and 

enforced. Gricel is a former Board of Directors member of UNIDOS (a culturally specific 

advocacy program in WI), the Child Advocacy Centers of Wisconsin, and is a former member of 

the State Bar of Wisconsin’s Legal Assistance Committee. Gricel is also trained as a Family Court 

Mediator. Gricel is a native Spanish speaker. 
 

Bianca Shaw 

Director of Office of Urban Development, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 
 

Bianca Shaw serves as the Department’s Director of the Office of Urban Development. She 

leads the governor’s 53206 Initiative and is the Chair of the DCF Equity and Inclusion Advisory 

Committee. She has over 8 years of government experience working for state departments and 

the WI State Legislature. 
 

Bianca was awarded the WI Council on Affirmative Action’s 2021 Outstanding Leadership in 

Diversity award. She has a deep appreciation for policy, organizing and educating the 

community on relevant topics. In community, she currently serves as Vice President of the 

Wisconsin Women’s Network and is the Values and Policy Chair for the National Council of 

Negro Women’s Milwaukee Chapter. She is also the proud mother of a beautiful daughter, 

Olivia.  
 

 



Matthew Torbenson, JD 

Deputy District Attorney, Milwaukee County District Attorney’s Office 
 

As Deputy District Attorney, Matthew Torbenson oversees the domestic violence unit, the 

sensitive crimes unit, and the child protection and advocacy unit within the Milwaukee County 

District Attorney’s Office. Matthew also directly handles child homicides and  complex child 

maltreatment cases.  

Prior to becoming a deputy district attorney, Matthew Torbenson served as the first team 

captain of the Child Protection & Advocacy Unit (CPAU). District Attorney John Chisholm 

formed the Child Protection & Advocacy Unit in 2008 to provide a greater focus on the 

protection of child victims and to hold those who abuse or neglect children to a higher level of 

accountability. District Attorney Chisholm chose Matthew Torbenson to lead this initiative.  

Matthew has extensive training and experience in prosecuting complex child abuse and child 

neglect matters, with specialization in child homicides, abusive head trauma (formerly shaken 

baby), child torture cases, inflicted burn injuries, and child neglect. 

Prior to serving as the team captain of CPAU, Matthew served as the team captain of the 

juvenile sensitive crimes unit for five years, where Matthew successfully prosecuted a number 

of complex cases, including gang sexual assaults and one of the first widespread "sextortion" 

cases in Wisconsin’s history. 

Savitri Tsering, MSSW 

State Refugee Health Coordinator, Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
 

Savitri J. Tsering, MSSW, housed in the Division of Public Health in the Department of Health 

Services has been Wisconsin’s Refugee Health Coordinator since 2004. As a trained social 

worker her efforts are aligned with the Bureau of Refugee Programs in the Wisconsin 

Department of Children and Families. The Bureau of Refugee Program directs the ship of 

refugee resettlement in Wisconsin. In her role as State Refugee Health Coordinator she:  

 Works to ensure that the domestic protocol for refugee health screening is shared, 

understood and implemented by the clinics providing refugee medical screening.   

 Provides direction on setting up screening sites in new resettlement locations.  

 Serves a liaison between national and state partners.   

 Addresses special health concerns as they arise such as COVID-19. 

 Since August 2021 she has been involved in the resettlement of Afghan evacuees as part 

of Wisconsin Department of Health Services response to Afghan guests at Fort McCoy as 

well as the resettlement of Afghans in communities throughout Wisconsin. 

She works part time (full time since August 2021) and is busy with her spouse raising two 

children.  Her husband is a Tibetan refugee born in exile. 



Andrea Turtenwald, MA 

Family Relations Coordinator, Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health 
 

Andrea has served Wisconsin youth, parents, and families for over ten years. Her professional 

experiences include youth development, child welfare case management, parent-

empowerment program facilitation, and social-emotional learning program management. In 

2016, Andrea earned her Master’s degree in Public Service from Marquette University. 

Andrea’s personal journey includes managing ADHD, self-harm, depression, anxiety, and 

navigating parenthood as a new mom. Andrea joined the Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental 

Health in 2018, and she is honored to use her role to raise up the voices of those with lived 

experience. 

 

Jennifer Varela, BSW 

Ongoing Case Manager, Rock County Human Services 

Jennifer Varela is currently an ongoing case manager at Rock County Human Services. For the 

past five years Jennifer has had the opportunity to work with families in the child welfare 

system by focusing on supporting families until reunification, or another form of permanency, 

can be achieved for the children. Her passion is to find innovative ways to keep children safe 

and connected to family. In her role as the chair of the Human Services Department's Equity, 

Diversity, and Inclusion Committee, Jennifer works towards creating a more inclusive and 

supportive work environment.  

In her free time, Jennifer enjoys reading, traveling, and cuddling next to the fire with her 2 

chihuahuas, Kriby and Zelda. She enjoys cooking with her fiancé and creating different versions 

of tag with her 7 year old son who matches her love for pizza.  

Judy Walczak, BSN, RN, MSN, CPNP 

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, Children’s Wisconsin 
 

I have been an Advanced Practice Provider on the Child Advocacy and Protection Team at 

Children’s Wisconsin for 24 years.  I have served both the Milwaukee and Waukesha area 

evaluating children when there are concerns of child maltreatment.  I have testified and served 

as an expert in numerous court cases and provided training to not only medical providers, but 

child protection and law enforcement professionals as well.  Prior to working on the Child 

Maltreatment MDT I worked for 12 years in critical care.  I am a member of the American 

Professional Society on the Abuse of Children.   I know that identifying child maltreatment 

brings with it a heavy burden and education is key to managing that load. 
 

 

 

 

 



Julie Walter, BS, MS 

Family Support Specialist, Supporting Families Together Association 
 

Julie Walter is a Family Support Specialist at Supporting Families Together Association. Julie’s 

unique work experience has included working in the public schools as an Elementary Teacher 

and the district Family and School Coordinator, as well as an Executive Director of a combined 

Child Care Resource and Referral Agency and Family Resource Center. Since joining SFTA in June 

of 2021, Julie has become a qualified trainer for the “Standards of Quality for Family 

Strengthening and Support”, “Bringing the Protective Factors Framework to Life in Your Work”, 

and “Triple P Primary Care and Seminar Trainings”. Julie provides technical support to agencies 

in the Early Childhood field (Family Resource Centers and Child Care Resource & Referral 

agencies) across the state of Wisconsin. Julie has over 25 years of experience working with 

young children the adults that care and support them.  

Bregetta Wilson, MS, LPC-IT 

Lived Experience Coordinator, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families 
 

Bregetta Wilson, MS, LPC-IT, is a positive person, an advocate, community leader, and change 

agent. She has been working for and with families for the last eighteen years. Bregetta worked 

with Pew Charitable Trusts and National Organization Foster Club on Capitol Hill to bring 

awareness and issues regarding children and families on behalf of Wisconsin. She is a recipient 

of the Black Excellence Award for her work around Child & Youth Advocacy. Bregetta’s current 

role within the Department of Children and Families includes working with Lived Experience 

Partners to elevate the voices of families and children within system and policy change. 

Bregetta is a psychotherapist for the Multicultural Trauma and Addiction Treatment Center of 

Wisconsin, providing mental health services to families in Wisconsin. She is active in her 

community and serves on the boards of the YWCA of Southeast Wisconsin, Rubies and 

Milwaukee Center for Children and Youth, she is a member of Professional Dimensions, a 

network of women professionals in Milwaukee. A graduate from Alverno and Cardinal Stritch 

University, she resides in Milwaukee with her partner, two children and their Husky. Bregetta 

enjoys going to Orangetheory, dancing, traveling, collecting crystals, practicing holistic aspects 

of healing, and spending time with family and friends. 
 

Samantha L. Wilson, Ph.D., IMH-E ® IV 

Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Clinical Psychologist, Medical College of Wisconsin 
 

Samantha L. Wilson, Ph.D., IMH-E® IV, is Associate Professor of Pediatrics in the division of 

Pediatric Psychology and Developmental Medicine at the Medical College of Wisconsin.  She is 

the Director of the International Adoption Clinic at Children’s Wisconsin and provides pre- and 

post-adoption support as well as psychoeducational assessment and therapeutic intervention 

for internationally adopted children/adolescents and their families.  She has authored/co-

authored numerous peer-reviewed articles in the areas of early child development and/or 



adoption and is a contributing author to two books on the post-adoption development of 

children adopted internationally.  She is an adjunct staff for the Wisconsin-based TIES Adoptive 

Family Travel program, a heritage travel experience for children and families.  Dr. Wilson is 

currently credentialed within Wisconsin as an Infant Mental Health Mentor (Level IV – Clinical) 

and is recognized as a Wisconsin-based state trainer for Trauma-Informed Child Parent 

Psychotherapy.  Along with direct service to children and families, she provides mental health 

consultation to the Waukesha County Head Start Program.   

Bojana Zoric Martinez, MS 

Director, Bureau of Refugee Programs/State Refugee Coordinator, Wisconsin Department of 

Children and Families 
 

Bojana Zoric Martinez is the director of the DCF Bureau of Refugee Programs. She also serves as 

the Wisconsin state refugee coordinator (SRC) representing the interests of the State’s refugee 

resettlement before the local and federal partners with whom she regularly communicates and 

coordinates service provision. Bojana has been in the SRC role for a little over five years. Before 

coming to work at DCF, she was a Patient Access Manager at Children Wisconsin. Bojana has 

extensive knowledge and experience working in refugee resettlement, and she is a former 

refugee herself. Bojana started her career in refugee work at Jewish Family Services in 

Milwaukee back in 2000. She is grateful to have the opportunity to lead and help shape the 

programs she once benefited from.  
 


